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           Middle Eastern Film Festival looks at Postcolonial Struggles: Cinema from the Maghreb  

This year’s Middle Eastern Film Festival, a partnership between the Middle East Festival and the Filmhouse, with support from Creative Scotland, kicks off from 16 to 30 May 2014 at the Filmhouse, Edinburgh. 

This year we also have the following partner cinemas across Scotland: Glasgow Film Theatre, DCA, Eden Court, Robert Burns Film Theatre, Bo'ness Hippodrome, North Edinburgh Arts, Institut Français d’Ecosse, and Stills Gallery. There is also a school screening at Filmhouse 1.

Following on from the retrospective on Iranian cinema in 2009, Egyptian cinema in 2010, Turkish cinema in 2011, Kurdish cinema in 2012, cinema of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict in 2013, this year the season will focus on  cinema of the Maghreb (Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria).

There will also be a selection of some of the best of contemporary Middle Eastern cinema from other Middle Eastern countries.

Further, there will be a Day Workshop: The Cinema of the Maghreb: The Melting Pot and The Pendulum.

This year’s Middle Eastern Film Festival focuses on the cinema of the Maghreb. Little seen on British screens, cinema from this region was born out of the struggles for independence, making it a precursor to the wave of cinematic and cultural revolutions currently sweeping the Middle East, something evident in productions made between the 1960s and the 80s. Recently though, these themes have given way to issues of class, gender, economic deprivation and Islamic fundamentalism. The Maghreb season provides a selection of films that illustrate this, including three films from Tunisia’s golden age, a look at the Moroccan new wave and the groundbreaking work of Nabil Ayouch, and a look at Beur cinema through work by Brahim Fritah, Leila Kilani and Rachid Bouchareb.

Bookending the Maghreb retrospective are two remarkable and contrasting films looking at the relationship between Palestinian informers and the Israeli secret service, Omar and Bethlehem. Other films in the season include Annemarie Jacir’s When I Saw You, Iranian drama The Snow on the Pines, two contrasting Kurdish films, Fatih Akin’s vitriolic documentary Polluting Paradise and a broad selection of short films. 

Lorna Duguid, Portfolio Manager at Creative Scotland, said:

“Creative Scotland is delighted to support this inspiring and diverse festival giving audiences in Scotland a chance to experience Middle Eastern cinema.”

The purpose of the Middle Eastern Film Festival is to provide a focus for the study and promotion of Middle Eastern cinema. The geographic area covered by the Festival broadly covers that outlined in Oliver Leahman’s ‘Companion Encyclopedia of Middle Eastern and North African Film,’ which includes Central Asia, North Africa, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Iran and Iraq.

The 2014 Middle Eastern Film Festival is part of the Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace. The 11th Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, MESP 2014, brings together people from a wide range of spiritual backgrounds, people working with peace, conflict, reconciliation and justice, educators, teachers, scholars and students, people from artistic and cultural backgrounds, people working with health, wellbeing and healing experiences and concerns, people from diverse cultures, traditions and communities, and people from across Scotland and internationally. 

Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 
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· 2014 Middle Eastern Film Festival Filmhouse Schedule:

     http://www.filmhousecinema.com/seasons/middle-eastern-film-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.filmhousecinema.com/seasons/middle-eastern-film-festival-2014/"
festival-2014/ 

· 2014 Middle Eastern Film Festival Complete Schedule:

http://www.eicsp.org/events/event-details/134-mesp-2014-middle-eastern-film-festival 

Organisers and Partners: A partnership between The Middle East Festival, MESP, and the Filmhouse, supported by the Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh Iranian Festival, Screen Academy Scotland, Scottish Documentary Institute, Goethe-Institut Glasgow, Institut Français d’Ecosse, North Edinburgh Arts, Stills Gallery, Africa in Motion, the Centre for African Studies, University of Edinburgh, Stirling University, and BBC Persian, with funding from Creative Scotland.

This festival is organised and directed by Neill Walker (on behalf of MESP), with programme curation by James McKenzie, in association with Neill Walker, Stefanie van de Peer, Maryam Ghorbankarimi, and Mother Tongue.

· Middle East Festival: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Creative Scotland is the public body that supports the arts, screen and creative industries across all parts of Scotland on behalf of everyone who lives, works or visits here.  We enable people and organisations to work in and experience the arts, screen and creative industries in Scotland by helping others to develop great ideas and bring them to life.  We distribute funding provided by the Scottish Government and the National Lottery. For further information about Creative Scotland please visit www.creativescotland.com.  Follow us @creativescots and www.facebook.com/CreativeScotland
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